
In humanitarian and crisis settings, women’s healthcare is often 
de-prioritised. Without access to services such as contraception, 
emergency contraception, safe abortion or post-abortion care, women are 
denied control of their own bodies, putting their health, lives and futures at 
more risk. Many women in crises are facing displacement and, with their 
lives in upheaval, it’s vital they have the reproductive healthcare they need 
to prevent unintended pregnancy, for as long as it’s needed. 

In many conflict and emergency settings, sexual violence is a brutal reality. 
Amid conflict in Northern Ethiopia for instance, the UN has reported that 
thousands of women and girls have experienced sexual and gender-based 
violence. It’s crucial that survivors of violence can access the healthcare 
and psycho-social support they need. 

In these challenging settings, MSI steps in for women, keeping 
services open wherever we can, delivering high-quality, 
empathetic care to anyone who needs it. 

Our local MSI mobile outreach teams travel directly to the areas with 
greatest need, providing specialist support with reproductive healthcare 
and counselling for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence. 
In camps for people who have been displaced, alongside our healthcare 
services we’re distributing ‘dignity kits’, including clean underwear, sanitary 
products, soap and dental hygiene products. 
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In times of crisis, the need for 
women’s reproductive healthcare 
rises, while access falls. MSI 
works in conflict and emergency 
settings ensuring that women’s 
reproductive health services are 
available wherever possible.

MSI’s brave local teams are visiting 
emergency camps during climate 
disasters like Pakistan’s floods, 
delivering discrete services to 
women in Afghanistan, enduring 
conflict in Northern Ethiopia and 
Myanmar, and are providing 
services in some places we choose 
not to name to protect the safety 
of our staff. 

In a year, MSI provides lifesaving  
and life-changing healthcare to over 

2.5 million people
in humanitarian settings

Responding to the devastating climate-related flooding 
in Pakistan, our local teams visited 

1,600 emergency flood relief camps 
serving 185,000 people with essential healthcare

“In Afghanistan, women can feel restricted in what they can
share on their health and relationships with male doctors. 
As a community member, I’m in a good position to talk with 
husbands and leaders about services, addressing any concerns 
and sharing the benefits for families and communities.” 

Our impact: a snapshot



From the frontlines of the floods
Dr Tasneem Fatima is the director of health services for 
MSI’s partner organisation in Pakistan. She shares her 
story from the frontlines of Pakistan’s flooding crisis.
For those not living through it, the situation here in Pakistan must be 
difficult to imagine. In the summer of 2022, more than a third of our 
country – an area larger than Britain – was submerged under flood 
water in a climate disaster. Violent monsoon rains and water from melted 
glaciers swept away villages, affecting 33 million people. People have 
lost their homes, businesses, even their clothes – and certainly any 
conventional access to healthcare. 

Amid all of this, our team remained resilient, and I could not be prouder. 
We’re the main organisation here providing sexual and reproductive 
healthcare, supported by the global MSI partnership. Our unique offering 
to this emergency response has been our 15 mobile outreach teams 
traveling into affected areas to reach people where they are. 

Anyone travelling into the flood-affected areas is risking 
their life, myself included. Some of the people we’ve 
come across have told me: “You are the first people 

to come here and help us.” Almost all our providers 
are women – their bravery has been extraordinary.
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Join us to support 
women and girls 
affected by climate 
and humanitarian 
crises
Women and girls’ access 
to reproductive healthcare 
is even more important in 
humanitarian emergencies. 

It can be the difference 
between life and death, or it 
can be as simple as giving 
a woman back her agency 
when everything else has 
been taken from her. 

It has a profound impact on 
people’s health and lives, 
especially in these unthinkable 
circumstances. We’re 
partnering and travelling far 
and wide to deliver essential 
services, supporting women’s 
resilience in the face of the 
climate crisis and conflict. 
And our partnerships with 
donors make this extraordinary 
work possible. 

By partnering with us, you 
can help deliver life-saving 
reproductive choice in some of 
the most challenging settings 
in the world. 

Reach out to us 
today to help 
support women 
and girls’ health 
and choices during 
urgent crisis 
situations.

In Pakistan, we are living through the stark reality of the 
climate crisis. We must prepare for the future. That means 
delivering climate-resilient reproductive health programmes 
and strengthening community health infrastructure. 

Women and girls should always have access to essential 
reproductive healthcare – both in normal times and during 
an unthinkable crisis like this.

We’ve been distributing menstrual health kits so women and girls can 
manage their own menstrual health – an essential part of their dignity. 

Displaced women are coming up to our vans seeking antenatal and 
postnatal care, emergency contraception, condoms, and clean birth 
delivery kits. I know of two women who have come to us in labour – 
our midwives brought them into our care, delivering their babies safely into 
the world in the back of a van. I remain deeply concerned for the health 
of the estimated 650,000 pregnant women in these flood-affected areas.

We’ve travelled to over 1,600 emergency flood relief camps, 

serving over 185,000 people with sexual and reproductive healthcare

like contraception, also pitching in to provide primary healthcare

where possible. 
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